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The Williamsburg Players joins
a long international list of theaters
presenting works of composer/lyri-
cist Stephen Sondheim in honor of
his 80th birthday, and you’re invited
to be “Company” at the party!

The Williamsburg Players will
celebrate by presenting Sondheims’
ground-breaking musical comedy
Company.

The
takes place in
Manhattan

story

Help us go green by signing up to receive
an electronic copy of Stage Write.

Send a message to

meet several of Bobby’s girlfriends,
who are all too eager to help Bobby tie
the knot. Memorable tunes from the
score include “Side by Side by Side,”
“The Ladies Who Lunch” and “Being
Alive.”

The production 1s directed and
choreographed by Players’ veteran
Rob Schrader, who also directed
Sleuth, Baby,
Barnum, and
the  Holi-
day  Cabaret

newsletter@williamsburgplayers.org

where Bobby,
a 35-ish single
man celebrating his birthday observes
the ups, downs and oddities of his

married friends. Along the way we

fundraiser
at the Kim-
ball Theater last December.

The exceptional production staff

over for “Company”
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The Williamsburg Players is hap-
py to announce a recent addition to
our staff, Christine Fonsale Roger-
son, who 1is joining us as the editor
and creator of our playbill.

We asked Christine to introduce
herself to our community and here is
what she had to share:

“We moved from Washington,
D.C., to Williamsburg last summer,
when my husband accepted a teach-
ing position in the theatre department
of Christopher Newport University.

An actor myself, I sought audi-
tions within the Tidewater theatre

over_for “Rogerson”
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community and found the
Players. Ed Allen was cast-
ing Arsenic and Old Lace at
the time. Though I wasn’t
right for the part, Ed asked
helping The
Players with graphic design

me about

work.

“The work was right
up my alley. I worked for
a professional regional the-
atre for 12 years in South
Florida, the

print production manager,

serving  as

a marketing associate and
the associate graphic de-
signer, among other things.
I had built or contributed
to, proofed, designed, ed-
ited and collaborated on a
great many play programs,
posters, newsletters and fly-
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“I love designing. It’s
an adventure, a discovery
process. At times, design
concepts come very quick-
ly, while other projects
have to be built slowly. It’s
an enjoyable process, and
each one is different from
the last. It’s a collabora-
tion.

“It’s also a lot like act-
ing, though in acting the
palette 1s human, the ele-
ments are life situations,
relationships, desires. The
actor’s tools build a fully
fleshed-out character, but it
is ultimately a collaborative
art filled with discoveries.

“I am so glad to have
the opportunity to contrib-
ute what I can to The Wil-
liamsburg Players. Thanks

for inviting me in!”

Company opens

Readers Theatre: Call it Love
Company closes

Strike the set for Company

Williamsburg Players annual meeting, 2 p.m.

Company

once again includes Amy
Lyles, also a veteran of the
Players, who guides the cast
and crew. She is joined by
her husband: lighting de-
signer Brandon Lyles, a
veteran of directing at the
Players, who brings his art-
istry to Schrader’s unique
staging.

Assisting the cast with
their dance and karate
moves (you'll see what we
mean when you see the
show) 1is Kelsey Brown.
Karen Foley helps behind
the scenes and in the light
and sound booth. And
Schrader designed the set
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with Jeftrey Nicoloff.

Featuring a cast of 14
performers, both new and
familiar faces to the Wil-
liamsburg Players’ stage,
Company brings many years
of professional stage craft
to this production.

So come to the party
and BYOF (bring your
own friends) to discover
the fun of love, friendship,
and...Company.

Company runs from May
13 to June 12, with matinee
performances on May 22
and 29, and June 5 and 12.
Call 229-0431 to make res-
ervations (leave a message
and someone will call you

back).

www.williamsburgplayers.org
7572290431
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If you want to volunteer and be a bigger part
of your community theatre, please stop by the
theatre and chat with us. And don't forget to fll
out a volunteer contact card while you're there.
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